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Introduction

Data on commercial catches of Atlantic salmon in the
Maritime area have been collected in a relatively uniform format
by the Department of Fisheries of Canada since 1949, Catches
are recorded by Fishery Districts (Figs. 1-3). The forms used
(Pig. %) provide space for recording separately total monthly
catches by each of four main categories of gear used for taking
salmon commercially. Categories are: fixed gill-nets; drift-nets;
salmon trap-nets; and trap-nets or weirs which may be set to take
other species as well as salmon. The number of units of each
type of gear, the total length (fathoms) of nets or of trap
leaders and the total catch (in pounds) made by each type of gear
are recorded, In many cases District catches have been recorded
by sub-divisions of the Districts, Returns have, in general,
been filed for each District where salmon are landed for each
month of the legal salmon fishing season, whether or not gear was
actually set, or if set whether or not catches were made. The
forms provide a space for Remarks. Frequently data on numbers of
fish composing a given total weight of catch are recorded under
"Remarks."

Copies of these forms are sent in to the S5%t, Andrews
Station of the Fisheries Research Board of Canada by the
Departmental Field Officer in charge of each District, at the end
of each month during the salmon fishing season,

Wo Fishery District Nos, 24, 35, 47, 54, 69 or 74 are
included in the present division of Districts., District Nos. 39,
60 and 61 are inland areas where commercial salmon fishing is
illegal. District Nos. 32, %45, 50, 66 and 77 are small coastal
areas where no commercial salmon landings are recorded,

In 1966 the data for 1949-65 catches were transferred
to IBM cards to facilitate retrieval and use of the data, For
Sub-districts 204, 20B, 43A, 80A and 80B the IBM cards were coded
with numbers for non-existent District Nos. 5, 10, 29, 55 and 02
respectively. Notes to this effect have been made in the
Tabulations. All other Districts reporting salmon landings have
been coded under their designated numbers,

A pair of cards was used for each District for each
month of the salmon season for each year. On one card, the total
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weight (in pounds) of catches and total number of fish, when
available, of all salmon taken in the District were recorded by
type of gear in which the fish were taken. On the second card
the total amount of gear used was recorded by total number of
units of gear of each type and total length of net for each type
of gear. The second card thus provided a measure of effort

41,

involved in gathering the catch listed on the first card.

The tabulations of these data as printed below have
been produced directly from the data cards on the IBN 1620
computer of the University of Iew Brunswick, he computer
program COMCAT (Allen, 1967) was used.

This report provides both yearly and monthly summaries
of the average individual weights of salmon caught by the different
methods as indicated by those data comprising corresponding total
weight of catches and numbers of fish involved., It also gives
yearly and monthly summaries of total weights of catches for given
effort,

Por drift-nets and set gill-nets, the monthly and yearly
"eat/net" figures are the average weight (in pounds) of salmon
catches for 200 fathoms of net per month or per year. TFor traps,
weirs, etc.,, the "cat/net" figures are the average weight of
salmon catches by each unit of gear. A zero in the "cat/net"
columns indicates only that no fish were caught; 1t does not
necessarily, although it may, indicate that no nets were set,

The three right-hand columns give respectively the
weight comprised by a known number of fish, the number and the
average weight per fish of salmon caught by all methods together
for each month and, in appropriate rows, each year. The data
have not been sorted to ascertain how average weight per [ish
taken by different types of gear may compare. Note that the
total weights used in arriving at the average weight per fish are
not necessarily the same as total weights of catches.,
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